WHERE METHODISM .BEGAN iN.PIEDMONT
/The little white chapel In lower. picture starlds on thé. site of old
Rocky River Methodist Chiirch; thé first:Methodist chiurch established
‘west of New Bern by Bishop Francis Asbury. +There aré many old
tombstones In’the churchyard; like the one above at the grave of
Isaac Feryyson. The dates testify to thi ‘sge ol the clurch,




Memorial services

Hickory Grove United Methodist Church will hold a Memorial
Service Sunday, July 30, at 11:00 a.m. on the site of the old
Rocky River Methodist Church, The church standing now has
been recently renovated by members ‘of the church and ac-
cording to Rev. Gordon Hanford, the memorial services will
become an annual affair. The church was first established in
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/1757 b)‘ Francis Asbury, and'Hickory Grove Church now holds
Lth‘é‘ eed to the property. Rev. Hanford said that ‘“‘dinner will be
served on the grounds and we particularly urge all Methodists to
attend these services and anyone interested in the past glory of
this church”. Further information pertaining to the memorial
-service can be otained from Ann Crutchfield or any member of

- Hickory Grove Church. (Lee Harris Photos)
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Rocky River }hthodigt Chwreh

James O'Kelly, Bcnrlyﬂlmand-?mcia-l’aytmahadpreachedmthe
NewHopeC:lrcui_tayear'ow.fare bafore July of 1780 when Francis Asbury first
entered the area which wad roughly the upper middls part of the state of
North Carclina. On the twenty-secend, forcing their way through thickets and
bmsh.chmbingmks'andmhgandtwdimmmmmoh. Asbury and his
young traveling companion "with great difficulty came in about two o'clock"
to an unnamed place where "the peopls (were) looking almost as wild as the
deers in the woods." ﬁnplmmthamcomref(?hathamCmty.
womnomwmmmw«mm.mtmhum's
influence the first Methodist ohurch in this section of the state was organized,

On July 22, 1789hnccocdtedodapar«1dlm%oBuhophbmy.his
Successor bishops and the Methodist Church forever." There a log meetinghouse
was built. When Asbury preached there again on January 22, 1790 he called the
placeWil]J.amMe}!arber'aChapol. s@mo:mmuumnnvem:ww
wwmmummmmwanrmw
Church now stands,. ﬂndﬂedtﬂ'tbiﬂdmhddintho%mtamﬂyfor
meny years and is now on deposit at Duke University. The cemstery in the church
yard contains the graves of ancestors of both of these families.

Anorighml::_az?qrthoﬂaclw River Methodist Church was drawm about 1902
byFﬂnaMePhorsmﬂmmmmﬂnsﬂarcitySchool. This picture was
in possession of Myss H. L, Jordan, a meuber of the Wpenn family, who presented
1ttoththCamnmmuwonmAnhimandﬂiatmyinlm
tohangintkwﬂothodist&lﬂ.dinginﬁaloigh. The log meetinghouse pictured
there was bullt about 1825 and was appavently the second structure on this
histcric site.

" On April 30, 1950 a Francis Asbury - Rocky River liemorisl Association was
organized\mdertheloadershipottbahvemndﬂalphmed. a former pastor of
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the Siler City Cumtmuﬂabothepwpeﬂarmhea. Interest was

Aabmyhadpre_aohad. m:ouowangm.thecomntmesotthologmethxg-
hommnmumhwamubhtmamtedwiﬂﬂnﬂm
four cornere emwxaungthuhummmtookplaoe. In 1926 a third
chmhwumcmmwmcﬁmorthaﬂmmndw. L, Maness after
theoldatnwttmhadatoodabmtt.ahmdndyemandwaama»dilapidated
condition, Fﬂnallythommmooutﬁmdwhﬂhdtomlyafwmmbers
largely represented bty Mrs. H, L.-Jozﬁan.thomt!nroftheﬁevew:dﬁnsy R.
H. Jordam, thrwgh%anthsiﬂmt&t&ﬁdﬂnp&ctmmmadopoasible.
Mchmhmmlmbmmduamhmgappohmmtmapﬁeof
a resolution in 1951 bty the association that services be held there each fifth
Sunday,

Recommendationss The Nerth Carolina Department of Archives and History
Should be notified of the sequense of historis events wiich took place at this
location beginning in 1780 when Francis Asbury's firet preaching in this
aecﬂmc@ﬂwmwwmm'unﬁntommedchmthMahigtmy
historie marker should be produced to be erested at the intersection of
highwa;rlﬁhﬁlmd‘tshom%,abmon.mﬁ;mﬂhofstahyandm
nlles west of the church, Purthermore, the church and site should comtimus
tob.pmm'mabamuml.wuwammumm19ao
® in Chatbam Countv.

to comemmorate ¥ ;
See Question 16-g., page 200, 1978 Conference Journal, Volume IT.
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Rockingham: Robert E. Hutchinson
Rocky Mount: Robert Frazier
Sanford: Clyde Strother
Wilmington: Jerry Paschal

What local churches have been:

Organized? None

Merged? None

Discontinued or abandoned?

Raleigh District: Prospect Church on the Warren Charge was
discontinued in 1976. Membership was transferred to the Macon
Church. Property was placed in the hands of the Division of
Missions.

Discontinue Youngsville Church on the Wake Forest-Youngs-
ville Charge. Property to be placed in the hands of the Wake
Forest Church. Membership to be transferred to the Wake Forest
Church.

Relocated and to what address? None

Changed name of Church? None
Transferred this year into this conference from other United
Methodist conference(s) and with what membership? None
What other changes have taken place in the list of churches?
Rocky River Church in Chatham County, previously under the
supervision of the Siler City Circuit which has been dissolved, is
placed under the supervision of Hickory Grove United
Methodist Church, to maintain Rocky River Church as an
historic site.
hat changes have been made in district and charge lines?
District
Fuquay-Varina and Holly Springs were transferred from the
Sanford District to the Raleigh District, effective January 1,
1978.
Charge

Durham District
Take Salem Church from the Oxford Circuit and make it a

station charge, called Salem.
Oxford Circuit will be composed of two churches— Stovall and

Hermon.

Combine Durham; Maybrook-Massey and Durham: Wellons-

Bethesda Charges to form a four point charge known as

Durham: Wellons-Bethesda-Maybrook-Massey.

Goldsboro District:

Take Zion Church from the Seven Springs Charge and make it a
station. Leave Seven Springs and Indian Springs together, to be
known as the Seven Springs Charge.

New Bern District:

Divide the Asbury-Dover Charge as follows:

Place Asbury and Tuscarora together making a two point

charge, .
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Asbury's Journal
References to William McMaster

January 25, 1790 "Proceeded twelve miles (from Gerald Burr's
where there was a preaching place of oak) to Rocky River and
preached at William McMaster's Chapel, afterward we had a
night meeting and upon the whole I believe we were speaking
about four hours, besides nearly two spent in prayer."

November 14, 1798 "We forded Haw River and came through a
curious path for a carriage, to the new meeting house on
Hickory Mountain. We dined with Mr. Reeves, an ancient

friend of mine, and thence proceeded on to brother McMaster's,
a local preacher."

December 4, 1804 '"We breakfasted fourteen miles ahead, with
brother Reeves, at the Hickory Mountain. I ordained William
McMasters a deacons I dined and lodged with him: God has
blest him - his twin sons, converted all the same time, are
both called to preach the gospel."

(According to Phyllis McMaster, William McMaster preached at
the chapel from 1788 until 1828 when he was forced to leave
and unite with the Methodist Protestants.)

Ad6.l



ROCKY RIVER METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH
Book Page Page 1

F 263 1Isaac Cox of Chatham Co. deed to the Rev. Francis Asbury, Bishop of the
Methodist Episcopal Church in North America, July 22, 1789, for five pounds
a tract of 13 acres lying upon the waters of Rocky River, beginning 11 poles
southwest of the Chapel and running east 16 poles, thence north 15 poles,
thence west 16 poles, thence south 15 poles, with trees as markers, for the
use and benefit of the Methodist Church forever.

No date of registration. The preceding and following deeds were both regist-
ered at February Session 1793.



Old ch
victim

By David Rouse

The old Rocky River Methodist
Church sits on a plot of land in
northwest Chatham County which
has been the Methodist church’s
land for 202 years.

In the plot are graves dating back
before the Revolution, a church
built in the early 1930’s with some
timbers from the original church
built in 1789, and a marker com-
memorating the site as the oldest

Methodist church west of New
Bern.

The church, although still con-
taining all of its pews and pulpit, is
empty, all except for a bird’s nest
lying in a cubby hole in the back of
the pulpit and a few words written
in the dust collected on the pews.

Bishop Francis Asbury, who
traveled through this part of the
country in the late 1700’s founded
the church through a deed given by
one Isaac Cox.

In 1949 a. Francis Asbury
Memorial Association was founded
with the goal of getting this historic
church official recognition. A
memorial marker with a bronze
plaque was placed on the church
grounds in 1951. ;

Original members of this Associ-
ation included; H.L. Jordan, Lucy
Lane, G. C. Graham (pastor at
Coleridge), J. H. Parrish (Pastor of
the Siler City Circuit), R. L. Reed
(Pastor of Bessemer Church at
Greensboro), L. L. Wren, and Troy
Smith.

Two weeks ago it was discovered
that someone had stolen the bronze
plaque from the marker.

The church is near the Randolph
County line out past Ben Smith
Road. ' As it is no longer used for
services police believe that the theft
may have taken place some time
ago.,

Anyone with any information
about the theft is asked to call the
Chatham County Sheriff’s Depart-
ment.

Chotlom s conl 28 Feb P29/
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Then...

The Rocky River Methodist Church monument as in appeared in the

1950’s. (Photo courtesy Francis Asbury Memorial Association)

Now...

The monument as it appears today, minus the bronze plaque. (Photo by

David Rouse)
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The old Rocky River Methodist Church. ..

This church, which last saw regular use about 30 years ago, is on the site of
the oldest Methodist Church west of New Bern, and contains some of the
timbers of the original log structure. (Photo by David Rouse)



